Government: Changing
Times, Changing Roles
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Turn to First/Last for Help?

Canadians most likely to rely on themselves

Turn to first:

I rely on myself 38%
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Turn to First on Issues
Canadians most likely to rely on themselves

Personal Economic Problems:

Myself 54%

Family/friends 31%

Government 3%

Health Care Issues:

Myself 35%

Family/friends 18%

Government 26%
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Turn to First on Issues
Canadians most likely to rely on themselves

Employment/Looking for Jobs:

Myself 43%

Family/friends 34%

Government 8%
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Turn to First on Issues
Canadians turn to gov’t on crime/personal safety

Crime/Personal Safety Issues:

Myself 21%

Family/friends 21%

Government 42%
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Tackling Social Challenges

Is your confidence in the ability of government to tackle big social
challenges like welfare reform, improving health care and
education...

Increasing
14%

Staying the
same
42%

Decreasing
44%%
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Tackling Environmental Challenges

Is your confidence in the ability of government to tackle big
environmental challenges like climate change, pollution...

Increasing
14%

Staying the
same

47% )
Decreasing

39%
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Tackling Moral Challenges

Is your confidence in the ability of government to tackle big moral
challenges like abortion, euthanasia, stem-cell research...

Increasing
129%

Staying the
same
57%

Decreasing
31%
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Tackling Economic Challenges

Is your confidence in the ability of government to tackle big economic

challenges like sustaining economic recovery or improving
productivity....increasing, decreasing or staying the same?

Increasing
16%

Staying the

same
5200 Decreasing

32%
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Key Points

M This is not to say that governments are seen to have
no major place in Society. That role today however is
to serve as a facilitator of individual and community
initiatives and a partner with other stakeholders to
respond to citizen and community demands.

B Governments are expected to respond — cautiously
and with the benefit of past learning — to problems as
they arise, not to pursue “grand visions” or force
“grand designs” on the population.
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Universal Care plus Freedom of Choice

Public
Delivery
Private
Delivery

Public
Finance

Private
Finance
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